
PUBLIC SAFETY & CHILD PROTECTION HIGHLIGHTS  
 
Gov. Ritter and the legislature strengthened public safety, improved the state’s child-protection 
system and enacted new regulations on Colorado’s voter-approved medical marijuana program. 
 
• House Bill 10-1347, Drunken Driving Penalties (Levy/Morse). Increases penalties – 

including longer and mandatory jail time – for repeat drunken driving offenders. Requires 
mandatory two-year probation with treatment at the offender’s expense. Encourages courts to 
require the use of approved ignition interlock devices. The bill recognizes the need for 
increased punishment, more effective treatment programs at the offender’s expense, and 
better monitoring to increase public safety.  
 

• Senate Bill 10-171, Child Protection Ombudsman (Newell/Gagliardi). Requires the state 
to establish a Child Protection Ombudsman Program to review, evaluate and make 
recommendations on complaints and improve the child welfare system. 
 

• SB 10-152, Mandatory Reporter Feedback (Newell/Gagliardi). Requires that county 
departments of social services that received a report of suspected abuse or neglect provide 
specific feedback to certain mandatory reporters within a prescribed timeframe. 

 
• HB 10-1226, Differential Response Child Abuse (Kefalas/Spence). Creates a pilot 

program  that will enable child protection workers in five counties to be more flexible in 
responding to certain child abuse and neglect reports.  The model works by providing these 
workers the tools to engage families and intervene with alternative services specifically 
designed for that family.    

 
• HB 10-1284, Medical Marijuana Dispensaries (Massey/Romer). Regulates medical 

marijuana dispensaries to ensure a safe process for providing and purchasing medical 
marijuana, ensuring patient access while maintaining local control for communities. 
 

• SB 10-109, Medical Marijuana Doctors (Romer/Massey). Defines the roles for qualifying 
doctors to treat patients with medical marijuana, with an emphasis on reducing fraud and 
abuse.  
 

 


